
May 8
Budget Hearing at 6 p.m. 

in the school library

$15.40
This is the estimated tax bill increase per year resulting from 
the proposed budget for the owner of a home fully valued at 

$100,000 who receives the Basic STAR exemption.

2
There are two Board of Education vacancies, and one 

candidate filed a petition to run. See page 3 for more information.

1.63%

Proposed Tax Levy Increase

1.96%

State Tax Levy Limit

May 15
School budget and Board of Election 
vote 2-8 p.m. in the school cafeteria

50% + 1
Because the district’s proposed tax 
levy increase is below the limit as 

calculated by the state’s tax levy limit 
formula, the budget requires approval 

from a simple majority (50 percent 
plus one vote) to pass.

0.84%

Increase from 
the 2017-18 
Budget to 

the 2018-19 
Proposed 

Budget.That’s 
a $119,841 
increase.

$14,372,866
Proposed 2018-19 

Poland Central School District Budget

Concert, art show held on budget vote day
The PCS K-12 Art Show and a concert featuring students in grades 4-6 will be Tuesday, May 15, 

the same day as the school budget vote. For other school events, visit www.polandcs.org/calendar.

Who can vote May 15?
A person is eligible to vote if currently a U.S. citizen, 18 years of age or older and a resident of the school district for at least 

30 days prior to the vote. Eligible voters who are unable to vote during the designated time may obtain an absentee ballot 
by calling 315-826-0203 or visiting the school district’s office. For more budget information, visit www.polandcs.org/budget.
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Prepared, Productive, Proud

Property 
Tax 

46.45%

Other 
2.78%Fund 

Balance 
6.06%

State 
Aid 

44.71%

Proposed Budget Revenue 2018-19Proposed Budget Appropriations 2018-19
Payroll 
41.20%

Benefits 
24.41%

BOCES 
Services 
19.00%

Contractual 
6.49%

Debt Service 
3.45%

Other 
5.44%

Revenue Summary
 2017-18 2018-19 Percent
 Budget Proposed Change
Property Tax $6,569,152 $6,676,337 1.63%

State Aid $6,467,815 $6,425,788 -0.65%

Fund Balance    $858,558    $870,741 1.42%

Other                     $357,500            $400,000 11.89%

Total $14,253,025 $14,372,866 0.84%

Approporations Summary
 2017-18 2018-19 Percent  
 Budget Proposed Change
Payroll $5,607,322 $5,921,822 5.61%

Benefits $3,352,315 $3,508,969 4.67%

BOCES $2,689,102 $2,730,857 1.55%

Contractual    $942,627    $932,718 -1.05%

Debt Service    $510,584    $496,200 -2.82%

Capital Transfer    $500,000     $100,000 -80.00%

Supplies    $311,825     $331,300 6.25%

Bus Purchases    $240,000     $240,000 0.00%

Textbooks      $50,000        $50,000 0.00%

Equipment      $49,250      $61,000     23.86%

Total               $14,253,025   $14,372,866  0.84%

More budget info: 
www.polandcs.org/budget

2018-19 BUDGET INFORMATION

2018-19 Proposed 
Program Budget: 

$11,237,203

 The 2017-18 
Program Budget was: 

$10,680,539.

2018-19 Proposed 
Capital Budget: 

$1,735,404

 The 2017-18 
Capital Budget was: 

$2,210,977.

2018-19 Proposed 
Administrative 

Budget: 
$1,400,259

 The 2017-18 
Administrative Budget was: 

$1,361,509.

The Three-Part Budget
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Voters to elect 2 board members, 1 candidate filed petition

This is the 
seventh school 
budget season since 
the state instituted a 
property tax levy limit, 
and for the seventh time, 
Poland’s proposed budget stays 
at or below the limit – as detailed 
in the diagonal chart across this page.

Often referred to as a “2 percent cap,” 
the figure used in the state law is really a 
tax levy growth factor that is either 2 percent 
or the change in consumer price index for the 
prior year – whichever is less.

The change in CPI for the 2017 calendar year was 
2.13 percent, so the tax levy growth factor in this year’s 
formula is 2 percent. 

The growth factor is just one variable used for each 
district’s calculation of the tax levy limit as prescribed by law.

The tax cap doesn’t limit the amount of taxes that can be 
levied, but it establishes the level of voter support needed for 
budget approval.

Because Poland’s proposed 1.63 percent tax levy increase for the 
2018-19 budget is below the 1.96 percent limit, the budget needs a 
simple majority (50 percent plus one vote) for approval.

If Poland’s proposed tax levy increase had exceeded the limit, the 
budget would have required approval from a supermajority 
(60 percent or more) of voters.

The chart on this page also shows that in 2013-14, 2015-16 and  
2016-17, the district was able to lower the actual tax increase during 
the summer from the proposed increase voters approved.

For more budget-related information, visit www.polandcs.org/budget.
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  The Board of Education has two open seats to 
     be filled for 2018-2019. The open seats are for 
       five-year terms. Incumbent board members 
          Melissa Allen and Tristan Abend have 
             fulfilled their current terms effective 
                June 30, and they are not running 
                    for re-election.

                   The board election occurs during 
                           the budget vote: 2-8 p.m. on 
                              Tuesday, May 15, in the school 
                                 cafeteria. One candidate, 
                                     Chris Fullem, of Cold Brook, 
                                        has filed a petition to run.

                                       Similar situations with 
                                               fewer candidates filing 
                                                   petitions than the 
                                                       number of open 
                                                            seats have 
                                                                 happened before  
                                                                     at Poland. A person doesn’t need to file a petition in order to be  
                                                                         elected to a school board. The vacancies may also be filled  
                                                                             through write-in votes. All ballots must have a blank space  
                                                                                for each vacancy on the board where voters may write in 
                                                                                     the name of any candidate who is not listed on the ballot.                   
                                                                                         The two qualified residents who receive the most votes  
                                                                                               will be elected to the Board of Education.

                                                                                                  A write-in candidate who isn’t interested in  
                                                                                                            joining the board has the option to decline. 
                                                                                                                  If this happens or there are no write-in 
                                                                                                                       votes, state law allows current board  
                                                                                                                             members to hold a special election 
                                                                                                                                   or appoint a qualified resident 
                                                                                                                                          to fill the vacancy only  
                                                                                                                                                until the next regular  
                                                                                                                                                       school district election. 

Chris Fullem

Employed as a nurse 
administrator with 

New York State

Graduated from Ilion High 
School. Received associate 
degree in applied science 
of nursing from Mohawk 

Valley Community 
College and Bachelor 

of Science degree 
from Keuka College

20-plus years as 
a district resident

Two children 
at Poland: 

sixth-grader 
Logan, 11, and 
fourth-grader 

Nathan, 9

Veteran of the United States Air Force
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Work on the $12,122,500 capital project approved by district voters has maintained a steady pace across the current school year.

 Final plans and specifications have been completed and are scheduled to be submitted to the New York State Education 
Department (SED) this month for final review and approval. This is a lengthy process; we anticipate final SED approval in early 2019.

Once we have the state’s approval, we will begin the bidding phase. Bids are expected to be awarded to contractors in early 
spring 2019 with construction activity starting before the 2018-19 school year closes.

10¢ will go to district support

For every dollar the district spends from the proposed 2018-19 budget...

72¢ will go to instruction and student activities

8¢ will go to 
transportation

6¢ will go to 
operations and 
maintenance

4¢ will 
go to capital 

improvements


